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Has Been the Students and the People Who Work Here
Dr. Martin J. Anisman, Daemen College 
President 1995-2011
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As members of the Daemen Com­
munity and readers of this maga­
zine are aware, I have announced 
that the 2010-2011 academic year 
would be my last as president of 
Daemen College. The past 15 years 
have been a highlight of my career 
in higher education, and leaving 
Daemen — and academia — was 
a decision I arrived at only after 
much thought and deliberation.
It is not an exaggeration to say that 
I have enjoyed every moment of a 
life spent teaching and working in 
colleges and universities, one that 
has taken me around the country 
and around the world. It has af­
forded me the opportunity to make 
a difference in the lives of the many 
students I have met. As a faculty 
member, administrator, and, finally,
president, the connection to students 
has always been at the center of 
what I have valued about higher 
education, and nowhere more than 
here in Western New York.
From its earliest days as Rosary Hill, 
Daemen has always stood for excel­
lence in teaching and learning. The 
tradition of service learning, and the 
importance of giving something back 
to our communities, has always 
been an integral part of a Daemen 
College education. I am particularly 
proud of the fact that Daemen has 
been named to the President’s 
Higher Education Community 
Service Honor roll for the past three 
years — a well-earned recognition 
for the thousands of.hours of time, 
effort, and energy given by our 
faculty, administrators, students 
and staff toward the betterment of 
our community.
The American Institute for Economic 
Research has named Buffalo a top 
collegiate destination, and Daemen 
College occupies an important 
position among this region’s col­
leges and universities. Accordingly,
I am proud of what we have accom­
plished during the last 15 years: 
raising enrollment to an all-time
high; offering our students a faculty 
that is second to none; achieving a 
strong commitment to diversity; 
creating programs that reach around 
the globe; and receiving a Gold 
LEED Certification from the U.S. 
Green Building Council (a first for a 
Western New York college) for the 
Research & Information Commons, 
to name only a few points. It is 
important to note that members of 
the Daemen community worked 
together to reach these and many 
other extraordinary achievements.
I will forever be grateful to Daemen 
College for having given me one of 
the greatest opportunities of my life, 
to be a part of the accomplishments 
and the great times we have had. 
Daemen will always be in my 
thoughts, and I look forward to 
remaining an involved member of 
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Dr. Martin Anisman 
made his first visit to Daemen Col­
lege in 1995, he was shown around 
the campus, and the Buffalo area, 
by the Chairman of the Daemen 
Board of Trustees, the late Charles 
Lumsden, and his wife, Gloria. While 
Dr. Anisman was then President of 
Sam Houston State University in 
Huntsville, Texas, he was a native 
New Yorker, born in Brooklyn. But 
he was new to the Western New 
York area. As Dr. Anisman fondly 
recalls, in addition to welcoming 
their guest and talking about the 
many positive attributes of Daemen 
College, the Lumsdens also did an 
excellent job of convincing him that 
there wasn't a better place to live 
than Buffalo and Western New York.
Dr. Martin J. Anisman, Daemen College 
President 1995-2011
"I remember that day very well," said 
Dr. Anisman. "The Lumsdens were gracious 
and welcoming, and terrific tour guides as 
well. Charlie was very enthusiastic about 
living in the Buffalo area — he and Gloria 
even took me into some of their favorite 
stores. That day included my first trip to 
Wegmans....now a 15 year habit."
Through 15 years of his leadership, 
Daemen College has flourished and grown 
in many significant ways, returning to its
roots in some areas, while simultaneously 
forging ahead with new and innovative 
programs and dynamic additions to the 
campus. An accessible approach to people 
both in and out of the office, combined 
with an open door, has enabled Dr. Anis­
man to lead the College to a position 
among the leaders in Western New York 
higher education.
"In any organization a cultural change 
takes place anytime you get new leader-
L'
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ship," Dr. Anisman noted. "While the cul­
tural change, for me, from Huntsville, Texas 
to Buffalo was quite abrupt, I nevertheless 
immediately felt welcome at Daemen. And 
that has never changed.
"The College has become a more re­
laxed place, with more of a sense of work­
ing together. We're more willing to take 
chances."
A case in point: While maintaining 
allied health programs for which Daemen 
had become known, Dr. Anisman led an 
increased focus on a more balanced 
undergraduate curriculum, emphasizing 
the liberal arts. Daemen's signature gradu­
ate-level programs in nursing, physical 
therapy, and physician assistant expanded, 
but the largest enrollment growth for the
College over the last 15 years has been 
in undergraduate degree programs such 
as education, graphic arts, psychology, 
English, and history. As a result, enroll­
ment is now approaching 3,000 students, 
an all-time high.
Dr. Anisman believes the curriculum 
truly sets Daemen apart from other West­
ern New York colleges. But, he points out, 
that could not have happened without the 
College's outstanding faculty and students.
"The biggest pleasure has been the 
students and the people who work here, 
many of whom have spent the majority 
of their careers here —■ with many faculty 
members and administrators having joined 
the College in the Rosary Hill era. Daemen 
is a better place because of them."
A National Leader in 
Service Learning
Among the core skill sets acquired by 
Daemen students is Service Learning, what 
the Sisters of St. Francis, founders of the 
former Rosary Hill College, called commu­
nity service. Under Dr. Anisman's leader­
ship, the College Mission Statement was
Left: Daemen President Dr. Martin J. Anisman and 
Samantha Gabel, a natural science major from 
Rochester, who received the Daemen College 
President's Award during the 2006 Commence­
ment ceremonies.
Below: Dr. Martin J. Anisman and Caroline Hassett 
Buerk '59, Chair of the Daemen College Board 
of Trustees cut the ribbon to open the Daemen 
College Research & Information Commons (RIC) 
in January 2009.
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Above: Lynn Marinelli '85, accepts the 2006 Dae- 
men College Distinguished Alumna award from 
Daemen President Dr. Martin J. Anisman.
r
Right: Dr. Martin J. Anisman throws out the first 
ball at Buffalo's Dunn Tire Park to lead off Daemen 
Night at the Buffalo Bisons, July 31,2009.
Above: Dr. Cherie Anisman and Dr. Martin J. 
Anisman during a black tie event January 25, 
2009, prior to the grand opening of Daemen's 
Research & Information Commons (RIC).
re-written to emphasize, among other 
things, social responsibility and the impor­
tance of giving something back. As a result, 
Daemen College has become one of the 
leading centers of service learning in 
Western New York higher education. Dr. 
Anisman points with pride to the College's 
designation as a Point of Light during 
President Bill Clinton's administration.
"We were recognized because per 
capita, we do more service learning than 
any other college in Western New York," 
he noted. Following this, for three years in 
a row, Daemen has been named to the 
President's Higher Education Community 
Service Honor Roll with Distinction, recog­
nized as a national leader for its Service 
Learning Program.
Global Education
The growing internationalization of the 
College is another key characteristic of Dr. 
Anisman's presidency. Perhaps nowhere is 
this focus on reaching beyond the borders
of Western New York more evident than 
the College's wide-ranging collaboration 
with Beijing University of Chinese Medi­
cine, and Sichuan University.
Begun in 2006, the collaborations have 
focused on innovative research in the 
areas of chronic wounds, sustainable com­
munities, English, and the visual arts. 
Another agreement is with China Services 
International in Beijing, in which Daemen 
provides English language cultural immer­
sion programs to assist Chinese health care 
and government professionals.
"Daemen College entered into these 
agreements as part of an increasing focus 
on global education," Dr. Anisman ex­
plained. "We strongly believe that our fu­
ture graduates will benefit from exposure 
to not only a broad range of curriculum, 
but also of other cultures. China, in particu­
lar, is expected to become an important 
part of the economic and geopolitical 
forces that will shape the 21st century.
"Because many of our students will
remain in the area after graduation, it is 
important to the region that more and 
more of our students travel overseas — 
some 30 countries are represented in our 
exchanges. In the economy of the future 
you need to have a wider view and under­
standing of the world," observed Dr. 
Anisman, who has been overseas four 
times during his tenure here, traveling to 
China and, most recently, Botswana.
Impressive Campus 
Growth
While leading a diversification plan that 
added strong academic programs to the 
Daemen curriculum, Dr. Anisman has 
guided Daemen through two iterations of 
a long range plan, which have served as 
the road map for the College's growth. 
Significant new programs have included 
physician assistant; graduate nursing 
degrees; the humanities; liberal arts; and 
athletics. Most recently, the College has 
added paralegal studies; a new Center for
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Top: Dr. Martin J. Anisman shares a laugh onstage 
with then CBS News anchor Dan Rather, prior to 
Rather's September 28,1997 address to a Daemen 
College audience of more than 900 people.
Above: (L-R) Jeanne File, OSF; Mary McCarrick, 
former Provincial Minister, Sisters of St. Francis 
Stella Niagara; Daemen President Dr. Martin J. 
Anisman; and Peter F. Hunt, former Chairman of 
the Daemen College Board of Trustees, dedicate 
the re-opening of Rosary Hall, a former turn-of- 
the-century estate that once housed all of Rosary 
Hill College. Ceremonies took place at Rosary 
Hall, Monday, August 31,1998.
Left: Daemen College President Dr. Martin J. Anisman presents an honorary degree to Dan Rather, 
the 2005 Commencement speaker.
Veterans and Veteran Family Services Of­
fice; and plans for an animation degree.
Early in 2001, groundbreaking took 
place for apartment-style student resi­
dence units on campus, a $13.5 million 
project replacing World War II era build­
ings. Students welcomed the transition 
to the new apartment-style housing — 
residences hard-wired for Internet access 
and cable TV, featuring suites with four 
single bedrooms, two bathrooms, and 
one kitchenette.
In 2004, Daemen dedicated a newly- 
remodeled building housing The Thomas 
Reynolds Center for Special Education 
and After School Programs. The program, 
at the time unique to Western New York, 
was created with federal funding through 
the office of then Rep. Thomas Reynolds 
(R), 26th District.
In 2009, what is arguably the single 
most significant construction project in 
Daemen's more than 60 year history be­
came a reality. The $15 million Research &
Information Commons (RIC), a 45,000 
square foot "green" building, featuring 
state-of-the-art environmental conserva­
tion design, took its place as the most 
innovative structure of its type on a West­
ern New York campus.
In September 2010, the RIC received 
a Gold LEED Certification from the U.S. 
Green Building Council, denoting leader­
ship in energy and environmental design, 
at the time the only such recognition 
given by the Council to a Western New
5
Above: Ribbon-cutting for Campus Village Apartments. (L-R) Daemen President Dr. Martin J. Anisman; former Daemen Vice President for 
Business Affairs Frank Balcerzak; A D F Construction President and current Daemen Trustee Robert A. Savarino; American Campus Communities 
Vice President Brian Nickel; and Peter F. Hunt, former Chairman of the Daemen College Board of Trustees, at the ceremony marking the official 
opening of new Daemen student residence units August 24, 2001.
York college campus. The RIC also won 
an American Institute of Architects New 
England Design Award, and was honored 
by the Western New York Sustainable 
Energy Association, for its innovative envi­
ronmental features.
A Stellar Career in Higher 
Education
Dr. Anisman earned his Ph.D. in English 
Literature from New York University, special­
izing in the Victorian novel. He says he had 
always expected to be a teacher of English 
literature, but ended up taking a page from 
the book, The Accidental Manager.
"I never had any thoughts of becoming
an administrator," he said. However, under 
his guidance, the College managed to 
land important grants, including those in 
support of the wound therapy research 
program. Over the past five years, Daemen 
researchers have been awarded an impres­
sive range of grants and contracts for 
wound healing research, education, and 
equipment, totaling upwards of $2 million.
Generous grants have also been pro­
cured in the areas of nursing; geo-thermal 
heating and cooling for a planned Center 
for the Visual & Performing Arts; the 
Seneca-Babcock region of Buffalo; commu­
nity sustainability, and more.
In 2008, Dr. Anisman was elected to a
second term on the Board of Directors of 
the Albany, New York-based Commission 
on Independent Colleges and Universities. 
His additional board memberships include 
the Buffalo Niagara Partnership; the YMCA 
of Western New York; and former chair of 
the Western New York Higher Education 
Consortium.
Prior to accepting the presidency of 
Daemen College, and serving as President 
of Sam Houston State University in Texas, 
Dr. Anisman served as Vice-President for 
Academic Affairs and Dean of the Faculty at 
Springfield College in Massachusetts, and 
also Dean of the School of Arts and Science 
at Southern Connecticut State University.
6
Planning a Retirement of 
Service
Following the end of the Spring 2011 
semester at Daemen, he'll load his two 
dogs, Midnight and Petey, into his car 
and take a leisurely drive across the country 
to California to join his wife Cherie, who 
teaches psychology at National University 
in LaJolla (the couple has three children, 
Steve, Beth and Jamie). Will he miss living 
in Western New York?
"Yes, I will miss it. What the Lumsdens 
told me about the Buffalo area 15 years 
ago has turned out to be very true. I have 
become a Western New Yorker.
"And that includes being a Bills fan. 
During my first visit to Daemen I received 
a Bills sweatshirt from Kim Allen, who was 
our driver and tour guide that day. Kim is 
the daughter of Sue Girard, whose time at 
Daemen greatly exceeds my own. Kim was 
a delight to have with us that day, and I do 
still wear that Bills shirt. Incidentally, while I 
am a lifelong New York Giants fan, I have 
also come to realize that Wide Right is not 
necessarily a good thing."
Dr. Anisman wants to take more time to 
enjoy a favorite pastime, wildlife photogra­
phy, but he also says he wants to keep 
working, planning to volunteer as a teacher 
of English in Southern California's growing 
immigrant population.
"I'm not a whittler," Dr. Martin Anisman 
quips, "and I'm not good in rocking chairs.
I do expect to enjoy my retirement years, 
a big portion of which I want to spend 
remaining meaningfully engaged in service 
to others. That being said, the future also 
holds the prospect of enjoying sunsets over 
the Pacific, which, I can tell you, is not a 
bad way to end a day."
Above: Daemen College President Dr. Martin J. Anisman shares a golf cart and a laugh with 
Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Edwin Clausen during a past Daemen golf tournament.
A Celebration of Leadership
Honoring
Dr. Martin J. Anisman 
President of Daemen College 
15 Years of Service and 
Dedication to the College
Friday, May 6, 2011




Patty Cieslik, External Relations Office, 
pcieslik@daemen.edu
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DELIVERS 2011-2012- BUDGET MESSAGE
■ M H K k r  daemen coli EGE
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Daemen College welcomed New York 
Governor Andrew Cuomo to Charles 
J. Wick Center on Friday, February 4. 
Governor Cuomo presented his pro­
posed 2011-2012 Executive Budget in 
the Social Room in Wick Center to an 
audience of more than 400 invited 
guests, including elected officials, 
Daemen trustees, administrators, 
faculty, and students.
“Daemen College is honored to 
have been selected by Governor 
Cuomo and his staff as the location of 
his 2011-2012 Budget Message,” said 
Daemen President Dr. Martin J. Anis- 
man. “Daemen has a long tradition of 
excellence in teaching and learning, 
and we were very pleased with the 
opportunity to share in the Governor’s 
proposals regarding bringing change 
to New York State.”
Governor Cuomo’s speech was 
delivered during a program that began 
at 11 a.m. on the Daemen campus.
“As people in New York State are 
very well aware, our state is at a 
crossroads and now is the time to 
make difficult choices to bring New 
York into an era of prosperity,” Gover­
nor Cuomo said.
“As families and businesses 
throughout Buffalo, Amherst, and 
surrounding communities have had 
to do, New York State must face 
and accept this economic reality. j f l  
This budget is the first step toward : 
building a new New York, as it 
achieves real year-to-year savings 
while restructuring the way we 
manage our state government.” 
Following his speech Governor 
Cuomo mixed with merpkers of ttje 
audience, and answered questions 
from reporters before leaving the 
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Right: Daemen President Dr. Martin J. Anisman and 
Governor Andrew Cuomo in discussion in the Executive 
Dining Room prior to the Governor’s speech.
Lower right: Daemen President Dr. Martin J. Anisman 
and Assembly Member Jim Hayes (R) 148th District.
Below: Members of the Western New York Delegation 
gathered with Governor Andrew Cuomo and Daemen 
President Dr. Martin J. Anisman in the Executive Dining 
Room prior to the Governor’s speech in Wick Social 
Room. (L-R) New York Senator Timothy M. Kennedy 
(D, C ) 58th District: Assembly Member Jim Hayes (R) 
148th District: Assemblyman Kevin Smardz (R) 146th 
District; Daemen President Dr. Martin J. Anisman; As­
semblyman John Ceretto, (R) 138th District; New York 
State Senator Michael H. Ranzenhofer (R, C, IP) 61st 
Senate District; Assemblyman Mark Schroeder (D) 
145th District.
Daemen Receives $1.4 Million From U.S. 
Department of Health & Human Services
Daemen College has been awarded a 
grant of $1,425,600 from the U.S. 
Department of Health & Human 
Services (HHS) to provide support for 
advanced practice nursing students. 
This funding — nearly $5 million in 
new federal dollars made available 
through the stimulus — is helping to 
increase the nurse practitioner work­
force in Western New York.
The federal funding will provide 
financial assistance to students enrolled 
in Daemen’s adult nurse practitioner 
Master’s Degree Program. The federal 
funds will be used to provide stipends 
to students ($22,000 per year per 
student, with a maximum of two 
years of stipend funding). Additionally, 
the stipends will support converting 
students from part-time to full-time 
and enrolling new full-time students. 
The project period extends over 
five years.
“In an ever changing, complex 
healthcare arena, the field of nursing
is continually inspired to grow and 
move beyond its traditions,” said Dae­
men President Dr. Martin J. Anisman. 
“We are grateful to the Department 
of Health & Human Services for this 
generous support, which will enable 
nursing professionals to better meet 
the challenges presented by this rap­
idly changing healthcare field.”
The Daemen Doctor of Nursing Practice 
(DNP) Program is an advanced practice 
clinical doctorate, which will afford 
Advance Practice Nurses the opportunity 
to expand their knowledge base and skill 
set. The Daemen College DNP is the first 
program of its type in Western New York.
For more information, contact the Nursing 
Department (716) 839-8387, or e-mail, 
mrusin@daemen.edu. To reach Daemen 
Admissions, call (800) 462-7652, or e-mail, 
admissions@daemen.edu.
Top (left): Daemen College Nursing Department Chair Dr. Mary Lou Rusin was instrumental in 
bringing a $1,425,600 grant from the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS).
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Daemen College has been awarded 
$699,000 from the United States 
Department of Defense to continue 
ongoing research into the biochemical 
dynamics associated with delayed 
healing patterns of chronic and 
acute wounds.
The Center for Wound Healing 
Research at Daemen College leads a 
collaboration with research partners 
at the University at Buffalo and the 
Roswell Park Cancer Institute, seeking 
to unlock the mysteries of delayed 
wound healing, a profound problem 
for patients suffering acute injury.
The goal of the research, funded by 
the United States Department of 
Defense, Army Medical Research & 
Materiel Command (USAMRMC), 
is early identification of specific 
proteins indicating delayed healing, 
critical to long-term success of each 
patient, and the development of new 
technologies to sense such proteins.
“It is estimated that on any given 
day, approximately 60 million people 
worldwide are being treated for 
chronic, non-healing wounds. The 
public health and economic impact 
of chronic wound care is staggering, 
with an estimated annual cost up­
wards of more than eight billion 
dollars,” said Daemen President Dr. 
Martin J. Anisman. “We are trying
DAEMEN COLLEGE
AWARDED $699,000
FROM U.S. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
Funding Follows $857,000 Award in 2008
to address this pressing social and 
economic issue through our research, 
conducted at Daemen’s Center for 
Wound Healing Research, and in 
collaboration with our partners at 
UB and Roswell.”
“Wounds with delayed healing 
in troops can develop as a result of a 
wide range of traumatic events,” 
noted Dr. Laura Edsberg, Director 
of the Center for Wound Healing Re­
search at Daemen College. “Research 
by the investigators at Daemen has 
identified proteins which may be 
present in wounds with delayed 
healing. The early detection of these 
proteins in wounds may allow earlier 
identification of wound types, and 
those that may go on to become 
chronic. We are excited about the 
new award, which will support the 
Daemen-led research in developing 
a sensor to detect these proteins 
bedside.
“If the ultimate wound outcome 
can be predicted earlier in the wound 
cycle, it would be possible to better 
tailor interventions and develop new 
treatments to yield better outcomes 
for military personnel — as well as 
individuals with chronic wounds in 
the general population — following 
an injury,” observed Dr. Edsberg.
Daemen investigators have found 
that the presence of a chronic wound 
leads to tripling of the mortality rate. 
Research goals include seeking methods 
to not only speed healing, but also 
develop portable point-of-care devices 
potentially leading to restoration of 
mobility and function, contributing 
to an improvement in overall quality 
of life for all wound patients.
In a separate project, Daemen joins 
a Research Collaboration led by 
Mote Marine Laboratory, Sarasota, 
Florida: Exploring Wound Infection 
Pathogens. The Department of De­
fense, U.S. Army Medical Research & 
Materiel Command, Congressionally 
Directed Medical Research Programs, 
has granted an award of $989,436 to, 
a collaboration researching methods 
of staving off wound infections. The 
partnership, led by Mote Marine Lab­
oratory of Sarasota, includes Daemen 
College, the University of South 
Florida, and Clemson University.
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Gold LEED Certification from US. Green Building Council is a 
First fora WNYCollege Campus
Research & Information Commons 
Receives Three Major Awards
Daemen’s Research & Information 
Commons (RIC), built with state- 
of-the-art environmental features, 
has received three major awards 
recognizing excellence in design, 
as well as innovation in conserving 
energy, water, and other resources. 
Among the awards is a prestigious 
Gold LEED Certification from 
the U.S. Green Building Council, 
currently the only such recognition 
given by the Council to a Western 
New York college campus.
The $15 million, 45,000 square 
foot Research & Information Com­
mons has also won an American 
Institute of Architects New England 
Design Award, and has been recog­
nized by the Western New York 
Sustainable Energy Association.
LEED certification designates 
internationally recognized Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design. 
Conceived and designed as an inte­
grated building system incorporating 
environmentally friendly design 
features, the RIC is among the first 
free-standing “green” buildings on a 
Western New York college campus. 
The RIC also functions as a core 
component of the Daemen Environ­
mental Studies Program.
The Research & Information 
Commons is designed by Perry Dean 
Rogers/Partners Architects, of 
Boston, MA. Daemen’s New England 
Design Award was one of only 
twelve selected by a Chicago jury 
for the American Institute of Archi­
tects competition, out of more than 
100 projects that were submitted.
The Western New York Sustainable 
Energy Association honored three 
buildings for outstanding leadership
in the use of energy-efficient design 
and construction methods, including 
maximizing the use of recycled mate­
rials, and minimizing the use of toxic 
materials.
“We are extremely proud that the 
Research & Information Commons 
has been recognized in several differ­
ent ways for its design and environ­
mentally sustainable construction,” 
said Daemen President Dr. Martin J. 
Anisman.
Above: (L-R) Daemen Associate Professor 
of Biology Dr. Brenda Young; Daemen Vice 
President for Academic Affairs Dr. Edwin 
Clausen; and Tracie Hall, Executive Director 
of the U.S. Green Building Council’s Upstate 
New York Chapter
Daemen Signs Agreement With Hangzhou 
Normal University People's Republic of Ch
Left: Daemen College President Dr. Martin 3. Anisman 
and Dr. Lin Zhengfan, past President, Hangzhou Normal 
University and acting Chairman, Educaional Society of 
Zhejiang Province, sign the agreement on Transfer and 
Acceptability of Credits Program in Rosary Hall 
on the Daemen campus, November 13,2010.
Below: Dr. Martin 3. Anisman accepts a gift from 
Dr. Lin Zhengfan.
I he number of International students 
will increase at Daemen following the 
signing of a new agreement between 
Daemen College and Hangzhou Normal 
University of the People's Republic of 
China (HNU) in November, 2010. The 
agreement establishes a transferability 
and acceptability of credits program 
between Daemen and HNU.
The credit transfer program will 
operate in two modules: a "2+2" mod­
ule, allowing HNU students who have 
completed 4 semesters and obtained 
about 60 semester units to transfer 
to Daemen to study for two years and 
earn a bachelor's degree; a second 
module, allowing students who have 
studied for the first seven semesters at 
HNU, and completed undergraduate 
courses at HNU or other Chinese Univer­
sities, to transfer to Daemen to earn a 
master's degree.
"Daemen College is pleased to have 
signed an agreement with Hangzhou
Above: Administrative officials from Daemen College and Hangzhou Normal University following the signing of 
agreements between the two institutions.
The proposed academic majors re­
lated to the transfer and acceptability 
program in the initial stage include in­
ternational business; nursing; science 
and engineering; and music.
Normal University," said Daemen Presi­
dent Dr. Martin 3. Anisman. "We welcome 
students from the People's Republic of 
China to become part of the Daemen 
community."
Daemen Delegation explores 
Agreement with university of
Botswana
In August, 2010, a delegation representing 
faculty and administration from Daemen 
College visited the University of Botswana 
in Southern Africa. The goal of the visit 
was to explore the possibility of forging 
a collaborative partnership in academic 
areas beneficial to both institutions.
Representing Daemen were President 
Dr. Martin J. Anisman; Vice President of 
Academic Affairs Dr. Edwin Clausen;
Dean of Arts & Sciences Dr. Kevin Telford; 
and Associate Professor of Political Science 
& Director of Africa Initiative/Black Studies 
Dr. Joseph Sahr Sankoh. The Daemen 
group was welcomed by University of 
Botswana Deputy Chancellor Dr. Frank 
Youngman; members of the University's 
administration (including Deans, Depart­
ment Heads, and the Director of Interna­
tional Education); and members of 
the faculty.
Meetings were held in three major 
academic areas of the university, including 
the Faculty of Humanities; Faculty of the 
Sciences; and Faculty of Sociology & Devel­
opment Studies. "Daemen College repre­
sentatives received a warm welcome from 
University of Botswana Deputy Chancellor
Dr. Frank Youngman, University faculty, and to forge a partnership between the Univer-
administrators," said Dr. Anisman. "We were sity of Botswana and Daemen."
very pleased to conduct a range of direct Major areas of interest for collaboration
conversations, outlining major areas of between both institutions included linking
mutual interest between Daemen and the Daemen's new Global & Local Sustainable 
University of Botswana. Our mutual goal is Communities Program to the Development
14
Top Left:
(L-R) University of Botswana Deputy 
Chancellor Dr. Frank Youngman and Dae- 
men College President Dr. Martin 3. Anis- 
man on the campus of the University of 
Botswana in Southern Africa.
Top Right:
Seen together with University of 
Botswana administrators are (Standing, 
L-R,) Dr. Joseph Sankoh, Daemen Assod­
ate Professor of History and Government; 
(Fourth) Daemen President Dr. Martin 3. 
Anisman; and (sixth) Daemen Vice Presi­
dent for Academic Affairs Dr. Edwin 
Clausen. Missing (taking the photo): Dae­
men Division of Arts and Sdences Dean 
Dr. Kevin Telford.
Photos by Dr. Martin 3. Anisman:
Far left: University of Botswana campus 
Left: animals seen on photo shoot 
in South Africa.
The planned collaboration will involve 
faculty & student exchanges, research 
teaching, and experiential programs 
beneficial to both institutions.
Theater; Library Studies; and History 
and Political Science, among others.
Daemen and University of Botswana 
officials hope to sign an agreement in 
2011 to facilitate the new partnership 
between the two academic institutions,
Studies Program at the University of 
Botswana; Gender Studies; Sociology of 
Health Studies; Political Sociology; Service 
Learning; and Environmental & Energy 
Studies. Also discussed were African & 
Black Studies; English Literature; Arts;
—
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A dramatic new Visual & Performing Arts Center 
takes shape at Daemen College.
More than six decades ago, the late 
Sr. Jeanne File, OSF, established the 
Art Department at Rosary Flill College. 
Over the years, she taught and inspired 
generations of students, preparing them 
to take their places in the classroom, the 
arts community, and the world at large. 
Today Sister Jeanne is remembered with 
affection and deep gratitude by her former 
students, and the program she founded 
continues to flourish.
To meet the demands of growing 
enrollment in its arts programs, Daemen 
College has embarked on an exciting 
venture, carrying forward the legacy and 
lifework of Sr. Jeanne by bringing the
visual and performing arts together in a 
dedicated center designed to showcase 
the arts and fire the imagination.
"The Center for the Visual & Perform­
ing Arts will bring the arts together in 
one campus location, in a building 
designed to achieve LEED certification 
from the U.S. Green Building Council," 
said Daemen President Dr. Martin J. 
Anisman. "The Center will support new 
ventures and magnify the place of the 
arts at Daemen College, while also in­
cluding public spaces for viewing art and 
attending lectures and performances."
The Center for the Visual & Perform­
ing Arts encompasses classrooms, work 
spaces, and art history resources, to help 
students master their creative talents 
and develop a deeper understanding of 
the role of the arts in our contemporary 
world. Programs at the Center will 
strengthen ties between the College 
arts community and the community at 
large, and emphasize connections 
among the arts.
The Vision
To magnify the place of the arts in 
campus life:
Spacious galleries will display works by 
students and faculty, while a perform- 
ance/lecture space will provide an inti­
mate venue for arts-related programs in
all disciplines. An outdoor sculpture gar­
den will entice students and the general 
public to discover the spaces inside.
To emphasize connections among 
the arts:
With a single home for the arts, students 
and visitors alike will perceive more 
clearly the relationships between artistic 
expression and various media.
To strengthen the ties between 
the Daemen College arts community 
and the community at large:
A new lecture series named in memory 
of Sr. Jeanne File, OSF, will bring noted 
authorities to campus to explore far- 
ranging topics on art-related themes.
To create a space that will help 
students master their creative 
talents and develop a sophisticated 
understanding of the role of the 
arts in our human heritage and 
contemporary world.
The Center will feature flexible studios; 
galleries; a lecture/performance space; 
an Art Resource Center; and faculty 
offices, all in a bright, open, and aesthet­
ically pleasing space. The Center will 
also feature a recessed outdoor sculp­
ture garden and an outdoor work space, 
with lighting and tiered seating.
Among the Center's many highlights 
and innovations will be an interactive
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performance/lecture space on the 
ground floor, featuring high-resolution 
projection and state-of-the-art smart- 
board technology. Also on the ground 
floor will be the Sr. Jeanne File Art Re­
source Center, housing videos and thou­
sands of images, for use by students and 
scholars from the wider community.
Completion of the Center for the 
Visual & Performing Arts will provide 
Daemen College with its second LEED 
Certified building on campus. The Re­
search & Information Commons, which 
opened in January, 2009, was awarded 
Gold LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) Certification — 
currently the only such recognition 
given by the U.S. Green Building Council 
on a Western New York college campus. 
The Center is being planned and de­
signed as a "green" building, and will 
utilize geothermal heating to contain 
energy costs. A key goal of the project 
is to make efficient use of space in an 
existing structure without expanding the 
College's footprint.
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Above: Oviasogie delivers a motivational talk to members o f the Daemen men's basketball team.
Inspiration can come from many places. Former Daemen basketball center Alphonse Oviasogie 
'92 believes that while the source can be simple, or complicated, it first starts from within, from some­
thing as basic as force of conviction.
"If you want to use your own abilities," he states, "you must first believe in their existence."
Since graduating from Daemen in 1992 with a degree in psychology with a minor in philosophy and 
religion, Oviasogie has spent the last 17 years delivering that message as a psychotherapist and counselor 
for New York State. And while the focus of his work is drug and alcohol addiction, over the years he has 
also helped many people who were not struggling with addiction to rebuild and redirect their lives.

DAEMEN COLLEGE ANNUAL FUND
Enclosed is my gift to support the Daemen College Annual Fund:
□  $1,000 □  $500 □  $250 □  $100 □  $50 □  Other $ _____
□  My check is enclosed (payable to Daemen College.)




This contribution will be matched by:
□  My employer □  My spouse’s employer
Employer Name_________ ______________________ _
□  Matching gift form enclosed.
Your gift to the Annual Fund helps guarantee the 
future of another generation of Daemen students.
alumni@daemen.edu
bequest is a gr/jt tkat keeps on giving...
DONOR INFORMATION
Name:_____ ____________________________________ _ _ _ _
Spouse’s Name:_______________ _ _________________ _
Address:_____________ ________________________________
City:_____________________  State:____ _ Zip:__________
Email:_______________________________ _______________
Phone:_______________ _______________________________
□  I have included Daemen College in my will.
□  Please send me information on how to plan a gift for Daemen 
College in my will.
□  Please send me information about purchasing a brick on the 
Founders Walkway.
remember ¿¿)aemen college!
Take the opportunity to honor a classmate, a 
professor, or honor the memory of a dear friend. 
The amount of your gift will remain confidential.
My gift is:
□  In Honor of □  In Memory of






"In my professional experience, I help 
those struggling with addictions every 
day. But I also speak to students, young 
people who inspire me, and to whom I 
deliver the message of self-confidence, 
that if you believe in yourself, you can 
accomplish anything."
Daemen Director of Athletics and 
men's basketball coach. Don Silveri be­
lieves that his former center's message 
is one that also benefits athletes. Watch 
ing Oviasogie deliver a motivational talk 
to members of the current men's team 
during a practice, Silveri said the former 
center was always a team leader.
"Alphonse was always a hard worker," 
Silveri said. "He has a very outgoing 
personality, so his career is a good fit 
for him."
Oviasogie is the author of a self-pub­
lished book, Get Inspired, which is part 
self-help, and part instruction, centered 
on his philosophies.
more aware of our weaknesses, allowing 
us to work through them, to achieve 
success.
"There are also spiritual approaches, 
achieved through personal religious be­
liefs. Force of conviction is a principle 
that applies not only to inspiration, but 
to all aspects of life."
Following his graduation from 
Daemen in 1992, Oviasogie earned a 
Master of Science in Student Personnel 
Administration, with a concentration in 
counseling, from Buffalo State College. 
He is presently at work on a Ph.D. in 
Educational Leadership with an emphasis 
in Counseling, from the State University 
of New York at Buffalo.
Oviasogie is at work on a second 
book, Inspirational Dialogues. To learn 
more about his first book. Get Inspired, 
go to Publish America at www.pub- 
lishamerica.com.
Below: Former Daemen basketball center 
Alphonse Oviasogie '92 chose his Daemen 
basketball nickname, The Fonz, as his 
author's byline.
"By developing your capabilities, your 
internal powers, you are capable of any­
thing," he explained. "Not only will you be 
able to transform your present life — if 
that is indeed, what you are focused on 
— you will also be able to help others 
change. We all have weaknesses; one way 
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Dear Daemen College/Rosary Hill Alumni,
“A great leader's courage to fulfill his vision comes from passion, not 
position.” This is a quote on leadership from John Maxwell, an Ameri­
can author and motivational speaker. I believe that these words ex­
emplify the body of work that Dr. Anisman has fulfilled during his 15 
year tenure at Daemen College. As the 4th President of the college, 
Dr. Anisman has indeed realized his vision through his passion about 
his work and as a result has taken our alma mater to a whole new 
level. Over the past 15 years, the College has continued its delivery 
of innovative programming, bolstered its enrollment to an all-time 
high, and completed the single most important construction project in 
Daemen’s history, the Research & Information Commons (RIC). Dr. 
Anisman will certainly be missed by all and as an alumni community, 
we wish him all of the best and will eternally appreciate all of his 
efforts that supported our future.
Also in this spring edition of Daemen Today, there are articles on 
Daemen’s international programs with China, and possibly, Botswana 
in the future. These relationships are very appropriate for the promo­
tion of a global understanding and certainly in line with the most 
recent visit of the Chinese President, Hu Jintao, to the United States. 
President Hu met with our President of the United States, Barack 
Obama. President Obama stated, “While it's easier to focus on our 
differences of culture and perspective, let us never forget the values
that our people share, a reverence for family, the belief that with 
education and hard work and sacrifice, the future is what we make 
of it and, most of all, our desire to give our children a better life,” 
enumerating what he called common values between the U.S. and 
China. President Hu stressed the interconnected nature of today's 
global economy. He said both countries need to "seize opportunities 
and take innovative steps to build a new pattern of mutually beneficial 
economic cooperation.” This historic conversation will have a long last­
ing impact on our global society and it is clear that Daemen is position­
ing itself to prepare its graduates to be well versed global citizens. As 
a Superintendent of Schools, I recently traveled to China with a large 
delegation of educators from the United States. The purpose of our 
visit was to develop a comprehensive understanding of Chinese his­
tory and culture, specifically related to the education of the Chinese 
children. The potential outcome of this experience will be to foster an 
exchange relationship with schools in various parts of China. There 
have been many changes in China since the Cultural Revolution in the 
1970’s. Education is now considered a “human right” and compulsory 
through the 9th grade. There has been a dramatic increase in atten­
dance, with goals of accessibility, equity and creativity. However, they 
still face many challenges and are as interested in learning from us as 
we are from them. As both of our presidents have articulated during 
their recent meetings, we can learn a lot from one another as we have 
some of the same goals for our futures.
Finally, I would like to highlight the Distinguished Alumni awards dinner 
coverage, which can be found in our alumni section of this publication.
I was honored to be the master of ceremonies for the evening and 
so fortunate to have had the opportunity to meet each of the Distin­
guished Alumni. After hearing each one of the stories associated with 
the experiences and accomplishments of these fine people, it made 
me ever so proud to be an alumnus of Daemen College. The amount 
of community service, career advancements and life successes that 
were shared that night were tremendous and certainly moved those in 
attendance. I would encourage each alumnus to consider nominating 
a fellow classmate, who is deserving of the recognition or at the very 
least be sure to attend next year’s awards dinner. The information 
needed to make a nomination can be found online under the alumni 
page at www.daemen.edu.
Sincerely,
Jeffrey R. Rabey ‘92
Chair, Board of Governors
Daemen College/Rosary Hill Alumni Association







Giving to Daemen is Now Easier
Uhy Give to Daemen College?
There are many good reasons to make a 
gift to Daemen College. You are providing 
support that will not only maintain the 
program of education you remember, but 
will also help to continue Daemen's 60 year 
commitment to excellence in teaching and 
learning. A gift will also work to improve 
the quality and competitiveness the College 
needs to compete nationally.
You can make a difference. Investing in 
Daemen College allows you to take partin 
something you love, it gives you some own­
ership of your alma mater, and it helps cre­
ate strong connections to the campus.
In addition to leaving a legacy for cur­
rent students to follow, you also are setting 
the trend for the future.
Jenni Blackwell 
Trustee Scholar
A gift can be directed toward Daemen 
scholarships, which make it possible for 
the majority of Daemen students to achieve 
their dream of a college education. One 
recent graduate, Jenni Blackwell, speaks 
about earning her degree at Daemen:
"Ifee l like Buffalo will always be a part 
o f  my life, not only because o f  Daemen, but 
because I  have created a fam ily  o f  friends 
and colleagues who have made this journey 
extraordinary. Although I  have had many 
great experiences at Daemen, the friends 
I  have met and connections I  have made 
are everlasting. I  am so thankful fo r  the
opportunities I  have had at Daemen and the 
wonderful people who have shared in my 
happiness. I  hope these relationships will 
endure no matter how fa r  I  travel or how 
many adventures I  have.
I  came to Daemen College from Dallas as 
a political science major. I  came to study the 
law, the constitution, political parties, and 
every aspect o f  government that would lead 
to my eventual acceptance to law school. I  
had an exciting opportunity to study over­
seas, and chose Botswana-a small country, 
ironically about the same size as Texas,
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above South Africa. It, too, was an experi­
ence that will stay with me forever.
I  will always be thankful fo r  the educa­
tion and life lessons that Daemen has 
given me. I f  given the opportunity, I  
wouldn't hesitate a second to make that 
choice again. "
The Benefits of 
Giving Online:
No fee!
Your dollars can immediately help 
Daemen students
Quick turn-around of your tax 
acknowledgement letter
Step 1:
Go to wuw•daemen•edu/giving 
Step 5:
Click on the "MAKE A GIFT 
ONLINE" button on the right 
side of your screen.
Step 3:
You will be taken to 
ipayvirtualn our securei 
online giving webpage*
Using the drop down listi 
choose which program you 
would like to supports 
such as Annual Giving (the 
Scholarship Fund)-
Step 4:
You will be taken to a 
screen that allows you to 
fill out your payment and 
contact information- Fill 




Louis J. Cercone, Jr., ’94, 
CPA/ABV, ASA, CVA







of Lumsden & McCormick, LLP), 
came to Daemen as a non-traditional 
student, ready to discover a new 
direction. After a thought toward 
physical therapy, he found his way 
over to Daemen Professor of Account­
ing Dr. Linda Kuechler, and soon 
Louis’ career in accounting was born.
Louis rose quickly through the 
professional ranks of the accounting 
world, where, in addition to forensic 
accounting, he has served the judiciary
as a court appointed expert and 
receiver for financially troubled 
companies. He has also testified as an 
expert witness in State Supreme Court 
and Federal Court, and has quantified 
lost income, regarding business inter­
ruption claims for insurance adjusters. 
Louis has also been an active member 
in the community, but his commitment 
to his family — children Kristen (29) 
Louis (27) and Kelly (25) and wife of 
30 years Debbie — has always been at 
the center of his focus. Since 2007, 
Louis has been heavily involved in the 
Lumsden & McCormick Scholarship 
Fund, which focuses on assisting 
accounting students with financial 
support. Louis focused his commit­
ment to the Lumsden & McCormick 
scholarship during Anthologies:
The Campaign for Daemen, working 
together with fellow graduate Dale B. 
Demyanick,’79.
Advancement in Career
A1 J. lVIasocco, 73
Al Masocco’s long career in the music 
business has been recognized by 
awards and honors from MTV, Much 
Music, American 
Music Awards, an 
Advertising Age 
“MARKETING 
100” Award, and a 
featured article in 
Advertising Age’s 
June, 2000 issue, “Celebrating The 
People Behind The Winning Brands.” 
He is currently president of his own 
production company — PulseBeat 
Marketing/Indie Consulting.
Al’s 26 plus years in the music/ 
marketing world at CBS/Sony Music 
have given him a unique opportunity 
and the rare creative experience of 
working on strategies for artists such
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as The Rolling Stones, The Clash, Jeff 
Beck, Pink Floyd, Stevie Ray Vaughan, 
Paul McCartney, Michael Jackson, 
Tammy Wynette, Bruce Springsteen, 
Kom, Ottmar Liebert, Oasis, and 
festival tour compilations such as 
Woodstock 99®.
Over the last 10 years with The 
Firm and PulseBeat Marketing, A1 has 
been given the opportunity to explore 
and broaden his marketing and
companionship through Meals on 
Wheels, teaching pre-school Bible 
classes, or serving as Food Bank 
volunteers, Donna and Susan have 
touched many lives.
Donna and Susan’s volunteer 
activities started as long as 20 years 
ago, and have been expanded in the 
seven years that they have been 
retired. Other activities were added 
to ongoing community service they
Graduate of the Last Decade
promotional playing field through 
working on development strategies 
for Enrique Iglesias, Limp Bizkit, the 
Dixie Chicks, Michelle Branch, Linkin 
Park, Jennifer Lopez, Audioslave, 
Puddle of Mudd, Kelly Clarkson, 
Snoop Dogg, and the Dean Martin 
and The Doors estates.




In the years since graduating from 
then Rosary Hill College, Donna 
Horvatis, ’68 and Susan Kopryanski, 
’68, have always given generously of 
their time and energy to help improve 
the lives of others in their community. 
Whether taking the time to assist 
young at risk students learning to 
read and write, delivering food and
had begun during their teaching years, 
such as their work with the Vacation 
Bible School at Immaculate Concep­
tion Church in Eden, started during 
summer vacations while they were 
still employed in West Seneca.
Donna and Susan have long served 
many community residents through 
Meals on Wheels, bringing food and 
friendly faces to the agency’s clients, 
and as Food Pantry volunteers, helping 
clients shop for food to provide nine 
meals a week. In addition, Donna and 
Susan are Food Bank volunteers.
m
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Wayne R. Brown, ’03, diagnosed with 
a brain tumor in 2004, was also told 
that he has a rare disease that caused 
it: Acromegaly, a serious condition 
caused by a benign tumor in the pitu­




the body After 
the successful
removal of the ________
tumor, Wayne decided to do some­
thing about his illness. His subsequent 
efforts have changed his life -  and the 
lives of many others. Now, thanks to 
Wayne’s efforts and determination, 
there is more support for those suffer­
ing with this illness.
Wayne has made contacts and 
shared information with virtual friends 
on Facebook and created a not-for- 
profit organization with a new web­
site: www.acromegalycommunity.com. 
As the website’s founder, Wayne has 
served as a resource and pillar of 
strength for patients with the disease. 
In addition, he has been an active 
member of Gilda’s Club of Western 
New York; Children’s Hospital of 
Buffalo; Camp Good Days and Special 
Times; and the Daemen College 
Alumni Board for many years.
“Wayne seems to be able to main­
tain an admirable balance, so that his 
medical condition is not what he sees 
in the mirror,” said his good friend 
Ray Graf. “Hopefully others can see 
the inspiration in this and apply it 
where they need help. I hope every­
one can see all that Wayne Brown has 
accomplished, and will continue to 
accomplish, in years to come.”
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Left: The Rosary Hill College 
Class of 1960 celebrated their 
50th Anniversary Reunion October 
9-10,2011 on campus.
Below: Pat (Stanton) Mergen- 
hagen, Mary Lou (Mulhem) 
Trombly & Patricia McCarthy-Hohl
Hill Classe
In a celebration of the many 
long-standing friendships which 
began in the earliest years of 
Rosary Hill College, the Classes 
of 1952-1960 held their 50+ 
Reunion on October 10, 2010.
The event began with Mass on 
the Daemen campus, and con­
tinued with a brunch at West- 
wood Country Club in Amherst. 
Dolores Attea Sapienza ’53,
Reunion Committee Chair, 
served as M istress of Cere­
monies fo r the Reunion’s 
events.
Charter members o f the M. 
Angela Canavan Legacy Soci­
ety were recognized during the 
brunch, with Daemen President 
Dr. Martin J. Anisman present­
ing new commemorative pins 
to each of the honorees.
Among the attendees at the 50+ Reunion Brunch were (from top left): Barbara Kessler Graham '60, Kathleen McCarthy '60, Annette 
Unfried Buhsmer ’60, Elaine Navah Farrington ’58, and (front) Mary Kathryn "Mickey" Crysler ’60, Ann Rolling Burns ’60
The M. Angela Canavan Legacy Society was established to recognize a special 
group of people, all of whom have included Daemen College in their estate 
plans through a will, trust, life insurance, or other planned gift. Members of the 
Canavan Society want to ensure the continued strength and integrity of Dae­
men College’s mission for future generations. Through their planned gifts, So­
ciety members will help to make possible the continuation of the Rosary Hill 
and Daemen founding traditions of service learning, innovation, and excellence
/ j L ° c




If you would like information on 
how to become a member o f the 
Canavan Society, please contact 
Pat Smith, Director of Leadership 
Giving, at psmith@daemen.edu or 
716 .839 .8255 .
Anonymous 
Ellen Calnan* 
Adrian F. Dedecker, Jr. 
Yvonne Hahn-Block* ’99 
Caroline Buerk ’59 
Anne M. Heide* 
Peter F. Hunt 
Rose M. lannaccone ’69 
Charles* & Gloria Lumsden 
Chester Marcinkowski* 
Kathleen McCarthy ’60 
Julia Clark Weidemann ’58 
Laurence C. Wright, DDS
Pictured here: Caroline Buerk ’59, Judy Weidemann ’58 and 
Kathleen McCarthy ’60
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August 12&13 for the Daemen College/Rosary Hill College 
Alumni Reunion Weekend
Saturday, August 13
Tent party on Daemen’s campus
Friday, August 12 
Miss Buffalo II Boat Cruise
plan a reunion even
IK .1
for your organizatic 
or class? Want to \
help plan the reunion 
in general? Contact: 
alumni@daennen.edu
W a y n e  Brown came to Daemen 
College as a non-traditional student 
at age 27. He had attended college 
previously, but never felt that he 
was quite ready or serious about it 
until he arrived at Daemen, where 
he immediately felt at home.
“Some of my best memories of 
the past decade are at Daemen,” 
said Brown, a History and Govern­
ment major who graduated in 2003. 
“I loved the small class sizes and 
the caring professors. I’m very fond 
of the school — some of my best 
friends in the world are people I 
met at Daemen College.”
After graduation Wayne went 
on to grad school and then set out 
to be a history teacher. Little did he 
know that less than a decade later 
he’d still be teaching and mentor­
ing, but in a different way and in a 
far larger classroom. In 2004, at 
age 32, Wayne was diagnosed with 
a pituitary gland tumor caused by a 
rare disease called Acromegaly, 
which causes the body to produce
;.<v ----- :................................................ ......... ..
ayne Brown '03
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by Christine A. Smyczynski
too much growth hormone. Un­
treated, an Acromegaly patient’s 
lifespan is 30-50 years. However, 
with proper treatment, people with 
this disorder can expect to live a 
normal, healthy life.
Today, as founder of the 
Acromegaly Community, a not-for- 
profit organization, during a typical 
week Wayne might talk to people 
anywhere in the world, helping 
them through their darkest times.
Depression is common when 
first diagnosed with this disease; 
however, Wayne regrouped and 
found a positive attitude. He de­
cided to be proactive and learn all 
he could about Acromegaly while 
seeking treatment. His is an inter­
esting and uplifting story, and he is 
a true inspiration to anyone facing 
a rare disorder.
He had been experiencing 
symptoms of the disease for about 
ten years before being diagnosed. 
He was tired all the time, he devel­
oped an under bite, and he began 
to grow really big; his maximum 
weight was 340 pounds. “I hated 
walking into a crowd and being 
noticed for my size or being called 
‘big guy’,” said Wayne.
“I went to my general practitioner 
and he really wasn’t listening to 
me,” said Wayne. “He sent me for 
tests and blood work and every­
thing came back okay. The doctor 
told me that everything was in my 
head and he made me feel like a 
hypochondriac.”
However, Wayne knew some­
thing was wrong, so he persisted 
until his doctor sent him to a 
specialist, where he finally got the 
correct diagnosis. “The specialist 
came into the room and his words 
changed my life,” explained Wayne. 
He said that I had a pituitary tumor 
but it’s not cancer.” However, at 
that point, all Wayne heard was 
brain tumor and cancer, since both 
his father and grandfather had died 
from brain cancer.
Wayne headed home and went 
straight to his computer to look up 
Acromegaly. There was woefully 
little written about the disease.
All he could find was information 
geared toward doctors and the fact 
that the wrestler, Andre the Giant, 
had died from the disease.
“I looked for support online and 
all I found was loneliness,” said 
Wayne. “This disease is one of the 
cruelest, because unlike cancer, 
there were no support groups for 
it.” He added, “Everyone diagnosed
was scared to death because no 
one had any answers.”
Acromegaly, nicknamed “the 
pit,” is a disease caused by a be­
nign pituitary tumor less than 5mm 
in diameter. However, the disease 
affects the entire body, not just the 
pituitary gland. Wayne is aware of 
only three other people in Western 
New York who have Acromegaly.
In this country, only about 3 people 
in a million are affected with this 
rare disease.
His tumor was removed in May 
2005; however six months later it 
was back. To keep the disease at 
bay and to stay healthy, he must 
take the medication somatuline 
autogel, which he self-injects, 
once a month for the rest of his life. 
He’s fortunate that he has good 
insurance, as each injection costs 
about $4,000.
While his friends and family 
were supportive of him, they were
unable to fill a certain void in his 
life. Since he could not find a sup­
port group that would understand 
what he was going through, he 
decided to form his own group on 
Myspace, which attracted a handful 
of Acromegaly patients. He then 
founded a Facebook group, Acro­
megaly Support, and soon had 100 
members. “I didn’t feel like a freak 
anymore!” he said.
Wayne decided to step up sup­
port for the disease and created a 
website www.acromegalycommu- 
nity.com, which in his words, 
“Helped make the world a little less 
lonely.” Over 500 people on 5 dif­
ferent continents are members of 
the Acromegaly Community. The 
website gets between 3,000 to 
5,000 hits per month.
March 6, 2008 was a major 
pivot point for the community as it 
was the first time that a face-to-face 
meeting of fellow Acromegaly
patients took place. “It was like 
we were old friends,” said Wayne.
“I draw strength off my members.
I’d be lost without them and them 
without me. The members are ex­
cited to talk to someone who has 
the disease and knows what they 
are going through.”
Wayne is very open and honest 
about his disease because he 
wants to be able to support others. 
He has also been able to maintain 
his sense of humor; see him in ac­
tion in some of his YouTube videos 
at www.youtube.com/wnbrown99 
“My giving up my privacy has saved 
lives. People like my message be­
cause I’m brutally honest.”
He has spoken with members 
at all hours of the day, given that 
they could be in any time zone. 
“This is not a 9 to 5 job,” he ex­
claimed. “I’ve been on the phone 
with members at 2 a.m. and when 
I’ve been on vacation.” He added,
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“There is no downtime as depres­
sion doesn’t have a schedule and 
with this disease, depression can 
get ugly. I don’t want anyone to 
feel the loneliness I felt.”
What he offers to members is 
a sympathetic ear; he genuinely 
cares about members and their 
lives. “I listen well and they like talk­
ing to me. I’m so honored for that. I 
tell the members to pay it forward. 
When they are better I tell them not 
to be too busy to talk to someone 
who needs help.”
newsletters. This coming May the 
Acromegaly Community will host 
a conference in Las Vegas.
Wayne has also collaborated 
on a soon to be published book 
with the help of his best friend and 
12 different Acromegaly patients. 
The title of the book, Alone in My 
Universe: Struggling with an Or­
phan Disease in an Unsympathetic 
World, strikes an emotional chord 
with Acromegaly patients. The book 
has a positive, yet real and honest 
message about dealing with the 
disease and its emotions.
“I have a duty to be positive 
and strong. As a community we 
try to focus on accentuating the 
positive. Everyone has bad days; 
however, you have to focus on to­
morrow being better and to enjoy 
a good day when you have one.
He summed up his view on life 
with a quote from his speech at the
VsOlbt y toy it
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As founder of the Acromegaly Community, 
a not-for-profit organization, Wayne might 
talk to people anywhere in the world during 
a typical week.This past year has been espe­
cially exciting and busy for Wayne. 
He was honored as the Graduate 
of the Last Decade at the 2010 
Daemen College Distinguished 
Alumni Awards banquet. Then, on 
September 30, 2010, his birthday, 
the Acromegaly Community officially 
became a not-for-profit organiza­
tion. Wayne started working full­
time as director of the Acromegaly 
Community in January 2011. He 
will continue developing the web­
site and plans are underway to 
publish both print and online
Distinguished Alumni Awards cere­
mony. “Just trying to get through 
this crazy thing called life and help 
a few people along the way.”
50s
Mary Lynn (Brydges) Barden, ’58, 
Music Education, and her husband 
William of Watertown recently 
celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary with family. The happy 
couple were married on January 7,
1961; they have four daughters and 
nine grandchildren.
60s
Annmarie (Bernadowicz) George, ’66, 
Music Education, recently received the 
highest honor given to a faculty member 
at Gannon University this past April 
16th, 2010 when she was named the 
Distinguished Professor of 2010-2011 
at Gannon University. A Savrosky 
crystal apple and plaque were pre­
sented to her by Gannon's President 
Antoine Garibaldi. On October 1, 2010 
her photo portrait was unveiled in the 
Gallery of Distinguished Professors 
located in the first floor main hall of 
the Palumbo Academic Building. 
Professor George is only the seventh 
woman on the faculty of Gannon 
University to receive this distinguished 
honor. She is a previous recipient of 
the Daemen College Distinguished 
Alumna Award in 2008-2009. Professor 
George has just completed her year as 
the President of Gannon University’s 
Faculty Senate from 2009-2010 and 
served as Vice-President of the Faculty 
Senate from 2008-2009. Her service and 
dedication to Gannon still continues 
with the research and writing of the 
Program Notes for the Erie Chamber 
Orchestra that is housed at Gannon 
University. She has been doing these 
Program Notes since 1985. Annmarie 
also serves on the Board of Governors 
for the Erie Philharmonic Orchestra 
and on the Board of Directors for the 
Greater Erie Youth Symphony Orchestra.
70s
Carol A. (Kane) Golyski, ’73, Medical 
Technology, was recently inducted into 
Alpha Mu Tau Honorary Fraternity at 
the American Society for Clinical Lab­
oratory Science Annual Meeting in 
Anaheim, California. Sponsored by 
the ASCLS, Alpha Mu Tau recognizes 
individuals who have made outstand­
ing contributions to the field of Clinical 
Laboratory Science on a national level. 
She completed a three year term of of­
fice on the ASCLS Board of Directors.
Greg Evans, ’78, Theatre, is a 
Correspondent with Thomas Reuters 
in Chicago, Illinois.
Rosemarie Harrer, ’79, Music Theory, 
has been a musician since the seventh 
grade and has had about 15 songs 
published on various national Chris­
tian music compilations since 1987. 
One of the most recent songs was 
“The Faithful One,” which was 
released on the Los-Angeles based 
Hilltop Records album “The Hand 
of God.”
80s
Thomas Collins, ’82, Business 
Administration, was promoted to 
Senior Digital Operations Manager of 
the Fuji Film Facility in Greenwood, SC.
Heath Albert Tong, ’89, Physical 
Therapy, of Kingston Physical Therapy 
&  Sports Rehab, graduated in August 
2010 from Shenandoah University 
with a Doctor of Physical Therapy 
degree. His doctoral thesis was “The 
Rehabilitation of a Patient Receiving a 
Lateral Meniscus Repair: A Case Study.”
90s
Susan M. (Mullins) Calandra, ’92, 
Physical Therapy, went to Haiti in 
August 2010 for a week-long mission 
trip and worked with people everyday. 
She primarily worked with amputees 
of all ages, doing range-of-motion 
exercises, massages and wound care. 
They had therapy balls that were used 
to help patients with balance. The 
mission team carried out 30 surgeries 
during this week-long stay. Susan cur­
rently works as a physical therapist in 






and her husband, Michael, welcomed 
twins, Easton Fischer and Adeleigh 
Babette on May 18, 2010. The twins 
join their 11 year old brother, Ryan. 
Babette works as a spine physical 
therapist in Columbus, Georgia.
Nina Singh Crispens,
’87, Psychology/Human 
Services, married Michael 
Crispens, who is currently 
on active duty in the Army. Nina has 
earned two MA degrees, Clinical 
Psychology and School Psychology 
and has her Ph.D. in Clinical 
Psychology. She works primarily 
within the criminal justice system 
as a forensics psychologist.
Shaunessy D. Ryan, ’98, History and 
Government, is a 36 year old Buffalo 
resident who was diagnosed with Type 
I Diabetes four years ago. Shaunessy is 
taking part in the 33rd annual Chicago 
Marathon (26.2 miles) to raise diabetes 
awareness. He currently works as a US 
History teacher at Grover Cleveland 
High School.
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Jodie A. Kurcz, ’98, Education and 
Spanish, graduated with her Masters 
degree in Special Education from St. 
Bonaventure University in 2000. Jodie 
is celebrating her tenth year teaching 
Spanish in the West Seneca School 
District.
Alisha (Owen) Tenbus, 
’98, Physical Therapy, 
and her husband Greg, 
had a son, Braden Max, 
on June 13, 2010.
p  Michael R. Donegan, ’99, 
! *  *  Physical Therapy, and 
¡ j j a f e - .  Danae M. Donegan, ’99, 
J J M k  Physical Therapy wel- 
■Jx.jki:. corned a son, Lincoln 
Michael on August 3, 2010. Lincoln 
joins big sister, Reagan. Michael has 
been recently promoted to Director 




 ̂ Michaela (Felus)
Biancardi, ’00, Physical 
Therapy, announces the 
1 birth of her first son,
' Jeremiah, born on March 
3, 2010. Micki currently works at 
Children’s Therapy Plus in Crown 
Point, Indiana and celebrated 10 years 
of employment in November 2010.
Carol Ann (Widlicka) Heuser, ’00, 
Physical Therapy, has been named 
president of Creative Partners in 
Therapy which utilizes hippotherapy 
to treat children with autism, cerebral 
palsy and cerebral vascular accidents. 
Hippotherapy utilizes equine move­
ment to promote active responses in 
the patient. Her clinic and offices are 
located at Mourning Dove Farm in 
Youngstown, NY. Carol lives in
Clarence with her husband, Eric and 
two young children.
Christopher D. Moore, ’00, Special 
Education, has been employed with 
the United States Secret Service in the 
Technical Security Division since 2005.
Kara E. (Sumner) 
Peck, ’00, Business 
Administration, 
married Sean Peck 
on August 21, 2010 
on the shores of 
Lake Ontario at 
Bayshore Grove 
in Oswego.
Mark A. Basile, ’01, Physical Therapy, 
and ’09, Doctor of Physical Therapy, 
received the Medical Staff award at 
Kenmore Mercy Hospital. The annual 
award is given to outstanding associates 
for their service to patients and staff. 
Mark also has his geriatric certified 
specialist certification from the American 
Board of Physical Therapy Specialties.
Erica J. (Olijnyk) 
Redmond, ’01, 
Education, and John P 
Redmond, ’00, Physical 
Therapy, announce the 
birth of their third child, Elyse 
McKenna, born on April 19, 2010. 
Elyse joins big brothers, Jackson (6) 
and Carter (3). Erica is now teaching 
at the University of Buffalo as an 







her husband, Jason, welcomed twins, 
Addison and Tyler on Sept. 28, 2010.
Susan Anne (James) Engel, 
’02, Nursing; ’04, MS in 
Nursing; and a CNS with a 
focus on Palliative Care, is 
Dementia Care Coordinator 
for the Veterans Administration. Susan 
is currently dedicating her professional 
career to the increasing population of 
veterans with memory deficits, to their 
caregivers, and to the early detection, 
diagnosis and prevention of dementia 
diseases. Susan has developed the 
Dementia Tailored Care program.
The program tailors to the self- 
perceived needs of the caregiver in 
the home. A unique aspect of the 
program is the role of a volunteer 
partner to accompany Engel. With a 
trained volunteer present, a respite 
opportunity for the caregiver creates 
an atmosphere conducive to learning.
■  Laura E. (Marcy) 
Kazmierczak, ’02,
HL Education, and her 
husband, James, 
welcomed their second 
child, Brian James, born on September 
2 , 2010.
Julie Kujawa, ’02, Social Work and 
Anson Miller, ’03, Social Work, were 
married October 9, 2010. Julie works 
for Follett Higher Education Group as 
the store manager of the Daemen 
College Bookstore and Anson is a 
homefinder for Gateway-Longview 
in the Foster Care/Adoption Unit.
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Amy M. Monafo, ’02, 
Physician Assistant, mar­
ried Eric C. Patton on October 2, 2010.
Rachel Cerniglia, ’03, Social 
Work, and Mark A. Rotella, 
’01, Physical Therapy, 
announce their engagement 
and plan for a July 2, 2011 wedding.
Karen Moronski-Chapman, 
’03, Mathematics, and 
William Chapman were married 
October 16, 2010 in downtown Buffalo, 




tary & Special 
Education, and 
her husband, Bryan 
Reed, ’02, Physical Therapy, wel­
comed the birth of their second child, 







her husband, James, welcomed twins, 





Hoffman, ’04, Physician 
Assistant, and her hus­
band, Marty, welcomed 
their first child, Sydney
Nicole Hoffman on July 28, 2010.
Lori Kujawa, ’04, 
Fine Arts Illustra- 
tion/Design, is 
engaged to be 
married to Nicholas 
Budniewski. Their wedding is planned 
for October 14, 2011.
Melody J. Manwaring, 
’04, Individualized 
Studies (Global Devel­
opment and Culture), 
works for the national 
offices of Ten Thousand Villages U.S. 
in Lancaster, PA. As a planner, working 
with artistic designers, she anticipates 
two years in advance which products 
will be displayed in the network of 
over 100 stores in the United States.
She places orders with over 400 buying 
groups and cooperatives around the 
world. The products are a combination 
of what artisans in local in-country 
craft cooperatives create using regional 
& sustainable materials, emphasizing 
traditional crafts...with colors & styles 
that will appeal to customers in North 
America. Melody is most proud of her 
new baby, David, born this past June 
2010.
Nicole A. Palma, ’04, Biochemistry, 
has accepted the position of technical- 
support engineer at Indium Corp. 
where she has worked since 2004.
Mary C. Bellanca, ’05, 
Childhood Education, was 
married to Joseph Ivory on October 16, 
2010. The double-ring ceremony took 
place at St. Anthony’s Church in 
Fredonia, NY. Mary is currently 
employed by the Dunkirk City School 
District as a fourth-grade teacher.
Emily Hoeh, ’05, Childhood 
«I Education, ’06, MS in Special
Education, is engaged to 
Daniel P. Boyd. A July 2011 
wedding is planned. “As lifelong family 
friends, the families are joyful to be 
officially united through the marriage 
of Emily and Daniel.”
Stephanie N. Foreman, ’06, Political 
Science, is currently a Financial Pro­
fessional Associate at The Prudential 
Insurance Company of America.
Jina L. Militello, ’06, Early 
Childhood Education, and 
Kiel Gentry announce their 
engagement. A June 2011 
wedding is planned. Jina is a kinder­






and her husband, 
Carl, welcomed 
their son, Logan Frederick, into the 
world on March 15, 2010.
SheMisa Ali, ’07, English, 
and fiancé, Fatah Abdella 
welcome daughter Libya 
Sanaa Abdella, born on 
Halloween, Oct. 31, 2010.
Eric P Chase, ’05, Psychol­
ogy, and Morgan Alexis 
Kinne, ’06, Childhood and Special 
Education, exchanged wedding vows 
on August 1, 2010 in Plattsburgh, NY. 
The Chases reside in Williamsville, 
NY and plan to take a wedding trip in 
February 2011.
expecting
Sheree Morrison-Henry, ’05, 
Health Care Studies, became 
engaged to Sean James on 
November 2, 2010. They are 
their first child April 21, 2011.
Jennifer (Halli- 
nan) Licata, ’07, 
Art Education, 
was married 
October 23, 2010 
to Nicholas Licata.
AmyJ. Meacham, ’07, Accounting, 
has been promoted in the Tax Advisory 
Group at Dopkins and Co., Amy joined 
the firm in 2007.
Christa L. Kufel, ’08, 
Physician Assistant, and 
Christopher Hall became 
engaged on August 15,
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2010. The happy couple are 
planning an April 2012 wedding. 
Christa works at Coastal Orthopedics 
&  Sports Medicine in Bradenton, FL, 
where she resides.
Ashley N. Sisson, ’08, 
Physician Assistant, 
was married on 
September 4, 2010 
in Buffalo, NY to 
Andrew J. Bartz.
Veronica Valazza, ’08, Nursing, has 
earned the designation of Certified 
Nurse Manager and Leader from the 
America Organization of Nurse 
Executives and the American Associa­
tion of Critical Care Nurses. Veronica 
has worked at Kenmore Mercy Hospital 
since ’85 and has served as nurse manager 
of the hospital’s Intensive Care and 
Gastrointestinal Units for the past 5 years.
Kathleen L. Dillenburg, ’09, Nursing, 
is the clinical education and informatics 
coordinator at Brooks Memorial Hospital. 
She is pursuing a master’s degree in 
nursing with a clinical systems 
management focus.
McKenzie M. Higgins, ’09, Political 
Science, of Cheektowaga, won the 
Meryl Markowitz Scholarship in her 
term of study at Thomas M. Cooley 
Law School.
Daile M. Johnson, ’09, 
Physical Therapy, an-
nounces her engagement to 
Gregory Jackson. A Novem­
ber 11, 2011 wedding is planned.
Angela L. Loccke, ’09,
«j. Nursing, recently became
engaged to Christopher 
Blersch. The couple is 
planning a February 2011 wedding.
Megan Rose Maisto, ’09, 
k  MS in Special Education, is 
engaged to Nicholas Lundgren. 
They are planning a Septem­
ber 2, 2011 wedding at Chautauqua 
Institution. Megan is currently 
employed as a teacher by the North 
Tonawanda City School District.
Deborah Lynn McMillen, ’09, Nursing, 
joined the Jamestown Community College 
faculty as a nursing instructor on the
Cattaraugus County Campus. She 
began teaching as an adjunct faculty 
member at JCC in 2006. She has worked 
at WCA Hospital as a registered nurse 
and a childbirth educator and is now 
pursuing a master’s degree at Daemen.




DeBadts, Jr., ’08, 
Physician Assistant, 
were married on November 7, 2009 in 
Lockport, NY and currently reside in 
Greece, NY.
Chelsea Renee Denn, TO, 
Physician Assistant,
announces her engagement 
to Jason G. Denue. The 
couple plan to be married on Septem­
ber 4, 2011. Chelsea is employed by 
FDR Medical Services as an emergency 
medicine physician assistant at Brooks 
Memorial Hospital and Niagara Falls 
Memorial Medical Center.
KEEP US INFORMED... APPEAR IN THE NEXT CLASS NOTES!
The Alumni Relations Office wants to keep in touch with you, our Alumni. Your input allows us to provide you with 
better services. Fill out the form below on both sides and drop it in the mail to us; we look forward to hearing from you.
Send to: Alumni Relations Office, 4380 Main Street, Amherst, NY 14226. You may also submit your information by Email, contact: 
alumni@daemen.edu. Attach high resolution digital photographs along with the appropriate identification and announcement text.
Current Nam e:_______________________________________
Name while attending College: Class Year: . Course of Study:
Current Address (is this a new address?):
City/State/Zip: ______________________
Day phone:__________________________ Evening phone:
Please call me: □  Day □  Evening Preferred email:
J o b  N ew s announce that promotion or job change (including retirement) that you have worked so hard to earn. Let your classmates 
and fellow alum know of your achievements.____________________________________________________________________________
To submit a class note online go to: http://my.daemen.edu/alumni/class-notes/submit-class-note.php 35
Richard G. Herman, ’10, 
History and Government, 
announces the birth of his 
son, Richard M. Herman, 
born on July 6, 2010 and 
weighing 9 lbs. 8 oz.
Dawn Marinaccio, ’10, 
Social Work, announces her 
engagement to Brian Sequin. 
A September 2011 wedding 
is being planned.
Robert F. Napierala, Jr., ’10, Nursing, 
started to teach nursing students in the 
setting immediately following graduation.
Buffalo Public Schools for more than 
40 years, died on October 9, 2010 at 
the age of 77. Ruthetta was the first 
African-American student enrolled at 
Rosary Hill College. Ruthetta leaves 
behind three daughters, Susan Smikle 
Brady, Mary Smikle Peoples, and Joanne 
L. Smikle and a son, Oscar L., Jr.
Mary Lou “Mimi” (Giullari) Pyne, ’58, 
Medical Records, of Lewiston, NY 
passed away on August 31, 2010. She 
leaves behind her husband, James E.; 
two daughters, Mary Jo  (Steven) Rid­
dle and Ann Marie Collins; two grand­
children; and a brother.
Kerri Rhinehart, ’10, Bio Education, 
started a full-time position as a Biology, 
8th grade Science and Physics teacher 
at Canaseraga Central School District 
in Canaseraga, NY.
In Memoriamr*
Dolores A. (Ucci) Kuhn, ’62, Business, 
departed this life on November 4, 2010 
at the age of 69. Dolores taught four- 
year olds for over 33 years. Survivors 
include her husband of 47 years, Jack 
E.; two daughters, Lisa (Todd) Ma­
honey and Ann (Joseph, Jr.) Kuhn 
Grano; grandmother of four; and a 
brother, Patrick Ucci.
Ruthetta O. Scott-Smikle, ’55, Music 
Education, a music educator and 
administrator who worked in the
Catherine Elizabeth O’Brien, ’68, 
History &  Government, of Rochester, 
NY, died on November 25, 2010 at age
63. She is survived by her mother, 
Elizabeth; brothers, John E (Yvonne), 
Patrick, &  Daniel (Sara); sisters, Susan 
(Robert) Thau, Mary (Charles) Zeiner, 
Eileen (Kurt) VanValkenburg; and 
loving nieces &  nephews.
Ellen Alicia (Martin) Fitzgerald, ’69, 
Elementary Education, departed the 
world on August 26, 2010. She is sur­
vived by her husband of 40 years, J. 
Michael of Lockport, NY; son, Michael 
(Adena); daughter, Katherine (R. Charles) 
Bell; and four grandchildren.
Nancy Jane Milleville, ’72, 
Mathematics, passed away May 10, 
2010 at the age of 61. Survivors in­
clude her mother of Wheatfield; two . 
brothers, Dan (Marcia) of Maryland 
and Jon (Kathy) of Illinois.
Maryann (Curran) Wilkins, ’74, 
Psychology, passed away on December 
19, 2009. Maryann was the beloved 
wife of David Wilkins; loving mother 
of Erin, Kyle, Ryan (Diana) and Abby 
Wilkins; and cherished grandma-mamie 
ofJack.
Marriages —  we are honored to announce the marriages of our alumni many are marrying each other!
Births —  your child(ren) can join our Baby Bear Club if you tell us when they were bom. We’ll send the child a letter and a 
Daemen College Baby Bear.____________________ ____________________ ________ _____________________________ ____________
Memorials —  tell us of the recent death of an alum or friend of the college.
Change of Address — let us know where you are — we reconnect many friends to rekindle old friendships, help reunite sororities/ 
fraternities, social clubs, etc. We can’t put your old friends in touch with you if we can t find you!
Fond Memories —  one event (or many) which you remember from your College experience. Send a message out to your friends!
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A celebration o f Spring on the Daemen Campus -  April 13, 1981












FSC® C009874 Below: Elephants seen on photo shoot in South Africa, 2010. 
Photo by Dr. Martin J. Anisman
